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Last month our good friend Mike Van Hoose lost his battle with 

Cancer.  Mike was a long time volunteer  and supporter of 

GWRRA and KRR/ Wing’d Rider in the state of Kentucky and he 

will be missed by all.  We will continue to keep his family and 

Chapter C—Lexington in our thoughts and prayers as they will 

heavily feel this loss.  The State Team will miss his leadership of 

our Membership Enhancement Program, his huge smile,  and 

his friendship and support to our team.    

A Celebration of Life was held on July 28th in Versailles and 

was so well attended that there was barely any parking in the 

small town.  Members from all over the state were in attend-

ance to honor the life of our good friend.  Please read the me-

morial article beginning on page 8. 



State Directors Report 
Page 2 

KENTUCKY ROAD RIDERS STATE 

Rick and Leah 

Cridlin 

Kentucky State Directors 

Welcome to August, which means it’s Blast time in Kentucky!  The 

Staff and the Blast Committee have been busy putting together 

rides, games, and activities, all of which has something for every-

one to enjoy.  The rides are all new with both a long and a short 

ride on Friday and Saturday, which means you have some choices 

to make.  Then there are self-guided rides to some interesting des-

tinations, which include food stops.  Make sure you are limbered 

up and ready to boogie on Friday night at the ‘70’s themed Boogie 

Bash.  There will be music and dancing after a wonderful dinner.  

All of this will be posted on both our website at 

www.kyroadriders.org as well as our Facebook page, so please 

check them out and come join us at the Showroom in Danville from 

August 15-17.  This is our third year in Danville and there are still 

places to see and things to do that we won’t have a chance to do, 

but we are moving on to a new location for 2025, which we will an-

nounce at closing ceremonies.   

Where do you stand on the 2024 Kentucky Crossword Puzzle?  I am fresh off from a trip to East-

ern Kentucky where I spent a couple of days camping with Donita Nardi, Ron Harper, and 

Dean Hedger of Chapter G.  We spent Thursday riding back roads to Jenny Wiley State Park 

and getting set up.  Then on Friday Ron and Donita rode around locally and visited the Loretta 

Lynn homestead in Butcher Holler, as well as some other attractions, while Dean and I set out 

to get 5 crossword puzzle clues.  I won’t give them all away, but we rode 340 miles that day 

and had a great time.  On Saturday we rode to the Breaks Interstate Park and saw some spec-

tacular views, then made our way back to join Chapter T for their gathering and cook out.  

Chapter T put on a great spread, and I want to thank Directors Buddy and Jeannie McKenzie 

and all the members of Chapter T for being such wonderful hosts.  It was great to see mem-

bers from Chapters C, G, and S there as well.   

 

I am planning to attend the Virginia Rally in Harrisonburg, Virginia from August 28 – 31 and 

would like to know who else is planning to go.  The area is in the Shenandoah Valley, which is 

home of Shenandoah National Park, which hosts Skyline Drive, as well as the start of the 

Blueridge Parkway.  This is a rider’s paradise, which I have been fortunate to have ridden be-

fore and can’t wait to do it again!  Please let me know if you are going or would like more in-

formation about it.  I’m sure you will hear quite a bit about it at the Blast, because Dave and 

Randi Green, the Virginia State Directors, will be there and I’m sure they will be talking it up.        

 

There is still a lot of riding season left, so get out and enjoy those beautiful machines. 

 

Ride safe. 
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KENTUCKY ROAD RIDERS STATE 

Can you believe it’s already time for the KY Blast? Time to see 

fiends and do some riding with them. Hope you’re planning 

on being in Danville on the 15th-17th there will be lots of fun 

things to do and see. Please continue to pray for Dedre after 

the loss of Mike. Please watch the weather and other drivers 

as you’re out riding and we are looking forward to seeing eve-

ryone at the 2024 KY BLAST!! 

 

That’s all from the West this month.  

Dan and Rita 

Bondurant 

Kentucky State Assistant  

Directors 

State Assistant Directors Report 

Wing’D Rider Recruitment Promotion 

 For every WR Member who sponsors a new membership or couples membership they will 

receive a $10 credit. Each WRMember can use his/her credits to purchase ANYTHING from 

the WRider website, including membership renewals ,,, and also anything from the JMCorp 

website at www.JMCORP.com 

      If the new member signs up on-line ,,,, the sponsoring member need only send us an 

email, that he/she has sponsored a new member and give us the new members name and ap-

proximate date of the joining new member. Or the new member can use the attached paper 

app and put the sponsoring members name in the appropriate box ,,,,,, 

       Wing'D Rider Office will keep track of the credits for each member on a separate log in 

Tucson.  Total credit amounts on file for each member can be obtained by email ONLY. 

PEACE, LOVE, AND 

 MOTORCYCLES 

 

Our State Rally, the Kentucky Blast is only 

days away!!  Lots of time and planning have 

gone into making this event a wonderful time 

for everyone.  We hope that you will come to 

Danville and join in the FUN!  Rides, Games, 

Friends, and good times for all, just waiting 

for you.  These event s are made by the peo-

ple who attend.  Please come join us.   
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KENTUCKY ROAD RIDERS STATE 

Group riding is different from solo riding because not only is each rider 

responsible for their own safety, they also have a responsibility for inter-

acting safely with the other riders in the group. In the past, sharing infor-

mation between riders was easily accomplished with the CB radio. The CB 

radio is a great tool, but only one person at a time can convey information. 

Newer communication tools using Bluetooth technology can link riders to-

gether instantly in a type of “party line.” But in either case, every rider 

must have the equipment on board to share information. As Wing’d Rider 

grows and adds new members riding all brands and styles of motorcycles, Rick and Kim 

Artmayer 

State Educators 
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KENTUCKY ROAD RIDERS STATE 
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KENTUCKY ROAD RIDERS STATE 

Last chance to get this totally awesome shirt!  Don’t miss 

out.  It will be a really downer if you don’t have your 

own.  Check the website to order yours. 

The 2024 Blast Shirt 
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KENTUCKY ROAD RIDERS STATE 

State Ride Coordinator 

Bruce and 

Kathy Hensley 

Kentucky State Ride Co-

ordinators 

Here it is August already.  The Blast is upon us, August 15th thru the 

17th and the State Team is working hard to bring you, the members 

the best experience ever.  Of course, all the planning and work is 

for naught if it lacks one important element, you, the mem-

ber.  Always remember, that you, the member, are the most im-

portant element of this group and NOTHING would be successful 

without your support and attendance at this and all events that the 

State sponsors.  Without you, the member, it would just be an empty 

building with lots of pretty stuff.  So, let’s turn out and support our 

organization and show our guests (and we have quite a few coming 

in from multiple states), how Kentucky can throw a party !! 

  

Chapter K captured the traveling Plaque and will have it till the 

Blast, and who knows, maybe longer if we win it again! 

  

The heat, the heat, the heat.  Did I mention that it’s hot?  Oh yeah I 

did, “it must be the heat”.  We hear that a lot in the Summer.  This 

season we have been facing oppressive heat, so what does that 

mean?  Hydrate and rest and be patient….More rest stops will help 

during times of excessive heat and so will drinking water and elec-

trolyte drinks, but remember we start to miss things when it is really 

hot so extra vigilance is required so that we don’t have to use the 

phrase “it must be the heat”.  Ride safe. 

State Pins and Patches 

It’s time for the Kentucky Blast! I sure hope you all are planning on at-

tending, it should be a great time. There are many activities planned, 

lots to do for everyone. 

The Virginia Rally is at the end of the month, that is always a good 

time as well. 

Summer is in full swing, so keep paying attention to your bike and 

yourself! 

Do NOT forget your hearing protection… you only get two ears… 

Safe travels- 

John Keiter 

Kentucky State Pins & 

Patches 
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KENTUCKY ROAD RIDERS STATE 

State Webmaster 

Rest in Peace Mike 

 

Roger & Karen 

Early 

State Webmasters 

Our State lost a great friend on 7/15/24.  Mike VanHoose passed away around 10:00 AM on 

that day after battling cancer.  Unfortunately, the chemo that Mike was receiving for his cancer 

was impacting his kidneys so he was admitted to the hospital to start receiving treatments.  He 

was planning to undergo a process would help his body fight the cancer but unfortunately, his 

kidneys failed and then he developed fluid in his brain that was determined to be lymphoma.  

They could have treated the lymphoma but they did not think his body would tolerate the 

treatment.  He passed away with his family present and is now at peace.  May he rest in peace 

and I ask everyone to continue to pray for Dedre and her family as they mourn the loss.  He 

will definitely be missed  

Mike has held a few positions on the District/State Team.  He was the Rider Educator for a few 

years.  Dedre and Mike were the District Couple of the Year in 2013.  Mike was our State MEC 

when he passed away. 

Below are some of my more memorable experiences with Mike and Dedre.  As I thought back 

and reviewed some photos, more memories continued to pop up. 

I joined GWRRA in 1995 after buying a 1985 GL1200.  I rode that bike for 8 years and sold it in 

2003 for $500 less than what I originally paid for it.  I bought a 2003 Kawasaki Vulcan 1600 and 

rode it for 6 years.   I traded it in on a new 2008 GL1800 and rejoined GWRRA.  I did not join 

Chapter C until 2012 and that was my first experience with Mike and Dedre.  I attended my 

first meeting and was totally lost in all of the games, acronyms, chapter positions, drawings, 

contests, etc.  If it wasn’t for Mike and Dedre coming over to explain these things to me, I seri-

ously doubt that I would have joined the chapter.  I give them credit for accepting me and 

starting me on a journey that has introduced me to people of all backgrounds that get together 

for their common love of motorcycles.  I have heard it multiple times that we “come for the 

bikes and stay for the people!”.  That is true for me and Mike was definitely one of the people. 



Our Chapter came close to closing in 2012 but Mike and Dedre stepped up to become our 

Chapter Directors.   

Mike and Dedre continued to be very enthusiastic and passionate members of our Chapter, 

District and State.  They could always be counted on to visit other chapters.  They attended 

most of our Chapter events and I personally enjoyed being on the Chapter and State Teams 

with them.  Mike will definitely be missed and has had a huge impact Chapter C. 

One of the first overnight rides I did with the group was a Kentucky Perimeter in 2012 that 

was led by Mike.  We had 12 bikes from various chapters on the ride and we rode in every 

county on the Kentucky border.  I did not know what to expect and learned a lot on that trip.  

Every time we stopped for the night, people were pulling our cleaning supplies, cleaning 

their bikes and then covering them for the night.  I did not have any of that with me but got 

some help from others in the group, including Mike.  I did not have a CB at that time so at the 

beginning of the ride,  Mike announced I would ride behind the Road Captain.  He had rid-

den with me on several rides and told the group I was always exactly where I needed to be 

and followed the leader very well.  That helped calm some of my nerves since this was my 

first overnight ride with other chapters.  It turned out to  be a great ride and I made several 

friends on that trip.  Mike was a huge part of helping me enjoy that experience. 

Mike and Dedre hosted the Chapter Team a few time in a condo in Pigeon Forge for the 

Tennessee Spring Fling.  Those memories will stay with me forever.  We visited the rally, 

rode around that area, played games at the condo and just enjoyed everyone’s company.  

Our favorite game was pass the trash but to me I always enjoyed the times we just sat and 

talked.   



My first Wing Ding was in Greenville, South Carolina in 2013.  Dedre and Karen rode down in 

our van because of rain.  Mike and I rode down on the bikes.  He was riding a GL1500 bike at 

that time.  I had not done much riding in the rain at that point.  Keep in mind most of riding be-

fore joining the chapter was just 2-3 hour solo trips so if it looked like rain, I did not ride.  I was 

following Mike and when we got close to the Tennessee border it looked like rain so we put 

on our rain gear and continued to Greenville.  We rode through a downpour on I-40 and Mike 

reported he felt like he was hydro-planing so we slowed down.  Once we got to the hotel, I 

was able to pour water out of my waterproof boots.  Riding with Mike helped me see how well 

our Gold Wings handled in the rain and gave me confidence whenever we had to ride in the 

rain.  Coming back, we once again rode in rain until we got to Kentucky and we had dry 

weather heading home.  

In 2016, Mike put together the Perimeter of West Virginia Ride for the District.  We rode 

through some beautiful country and once again the hard work that Mike put into planning the 

ride made it a very enjoyable experience for everyone.  I roomed with Mike on that trip and 

remember how each night he would review the route for the next day.  He worked very hard 

on these rides so we would have fun and be safe. 



For more photos of the West Virginia Ride go  to:  

https://www.kyroadriders.org/photos-page/nggallery/album/perimeter-of-west-virginia-5-27

-2016 

In 2018, Mike and Dedre put together a celebration for our Chapter’s 35th anniversary.  They 

invited the Puncheon Creek group to perform and I think this was the first time most of us 

heard music being played on a saw.  It was a fun day to look back at the history of our Chapter 

and Mike and Dedre did a great job planning the party. 

In 2021, Mike and Dedre stepped down as Chapter Directors after 9 fun filled years.  I was 

hesitant to take over the role for various reasons.  The first reason was they did such a great 

job, I knew it would be hard to follow them.  The second reason was I was not able to partici-

pate in as many chapter events due to family events and other commitments.  I will say that 

anytime I needed some help or advice, Mike was always willing and able to help.  Over time, 

I tried not to ask as many questions but he was always available if needed.  I think he enjoyed 

being just a member for a while but once he was asked to join the State Team, he jumped in 

with both feet.   

Ride Safe 
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KENTUCKY ROAD RIDERS STATE 

State COY /IOY Raffle Item  

 This year the COY/IOY raffle item is a patio heater with a handy table mounted to the base.  

This is a super nice addition to any patio or deck area.  Tickets will be available for purchase at 

the BLAST where the winner will be picked for this awesome item.    The proceeds will go to 

support the program on the State level.  Kentucky is currently the only state to continue the 

COY / IOY program. 

Tickets are only 

$2 each and can 

be purchased at 

the Blast!  Don’t 

miss out. 
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AUGUST 2024 

Utility Trailer For Sale 

Contact Charlie Thornton 859-653-1074 This unique trailer 

was custom built to be weatherproof and useful.  It’s a 

“must see” for anyone who needs extra storage space in 

their travels. Available for only $200 or best offer. 

 

Goldwing for Sale 
Honda Goldwing 2002, 1800cc, 96128 miles, - $5500.00 Illusion Red, excellent condition, 

serviced ready to ride. Contact Charlie Hobbs—859-802-6931 New front tire at 94891 miles, 

replaced hydraulic fluids at same service. rear tire at 84845 miles (service papers with 

bike). Lots of chrome, hand guards, mounted GPS, CB, highway pegs, belly pan, Honda ser-

vice Manuel, 2 half covers, dust cover, front tie down strap. I would not hesitate to take this 

bike on a cross country trip. If wanted a spare rear end assembly from a trike conversion.  
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AUGUST 2024 

 

Goldwings for Sale 
2007 with 53,000 miles, owner is asking $12,000 for the bike and  

trailer. His number is 618-294-1399  

MUST GO –GREAT OFFER 

2005 Honda 1800 Goldwing 

28819 original miles 

Corbin Seat, Vance & Hines Exhaust, Rainzip Windshield, front 

and back footboards, Heel/Toe shifter, lots of chrome and ground 

effects, and many more extras.  Garage kept and very nice. 

Asking only $4000  Contact Bill @ 859-486-3643 
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For Sale 

BRAND NEW DIAMOND SEAT a friend ordered a new Diamond 

seat, backrest and passenger backrest and rode for part of one day 

and didn’t like it. He took it off and put his old seat back on. I can’t 

believe it but he did lol. I’m on my 3rd Diamond seat and love them. 

This one fits the Gen 1 and he is only asking $600 and that’s 

CHEAP!!  

Contact Dick Fraser 

270-703-3874

Brand new ladies vest, size 

XL , with Gun Vest pocket.  

Asking $30.   

Men’s size Large Goldwing 

Jacket, medium weight, asking 

$10.  

 If interested, please contact 

Judy at : 

judynorris2951@gmail.com  

 

GET THE SHIRT!! 
Kentucky Road Riders now have a ride shirt!  You can 

have it monogrammed on the right side of the chest 

with whatever you would like.  Small to extra-large are 

$14, and XXL are $17.  An added monogram will cost 

$5.  Shirts can be ordered at:  https://blankstore.club/shop/

ols/products/xn--gildan---dryblend-50-cotton50-poly-short-or-

long-sleeve-t-shirt-vpcl  You can also get it in a long-

Weider elec vest size 48 and a XXL Weider  elec vest with sleeve 

chaps for sale!! Great condition asking $75.00 each. Can bring to 

the Opps meeting on the 27th.   

Contact Dan Bondurant    270-705-0307 



 

Team Kentucky 
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KENTUCKY ROAD RIDERS STATE 

State Directors Rick and Leah Cridlin kyroadriderdirector@gmail.com.  

      

Assistant State Directors Dan and Rita Bondurant assistant_director@kyroadriders.org  

      

State Educator Rick Artmayer ky.de.educator@gmail.com 

      

University Coordinators Jeannie and Buddy McKenzie trainer@kyroadriders.org  

   

State MEPC Mike and Dedre VanHoose mepc@kyroadriders.org  

      

2023 Couple of the Year Dean and Lora Miller coy@kyroadriders.org  

   

2023 Individual of the Year Miles Justice ioy@kyroadriders.org  

      

COY Coordinators Kent and Karen Risen COY_Coordinator@kyroadriders.org  

   

State Treasurer Jerry and Luanne Williams  treasurer@kyroadriders.org  

      

State Ride Coordinators Bruce and Kathy Hensley ride_coordinator@kyroadriders.org  

      

State Vendor Coordinators Ray and Kathy Conrad rconrad@wkybb.net 

      

State Webmaster Roger Early webmaster@kyroadriders.org  

      

State Pins & Patches John Keiter  pins_patches@kyroadriders.org  

      

State Newsletter Donita Nardi newsletter_editor@kyroadriders.org  



 

 

Our Kentucky Chapters 
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Rick and Leah Cridlin 

KY State Directors 

Phone: 859-534-5292 

E-mail:  

kyroadriderdirector@gmail.com.  

Ride Safe 

 

Be Safe 

 

Visitation  is on!   

 

We can’t wait to see you at 

the next gathering! 

KENTUCKY 

Like Us 
Please join/like the Kentucky Road Riders members page on 

Facebook.  Here you will get last minute information/ news 

about upcoming events and chat with fellow members. 

You will also learn about upcoming rides. 

State Newsletter 

W E ’RE  ON  THE  WEB !  

www.kyroadriders.org  


